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Army  investigates  sale 
of  public  health  hospital 


by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 

The  Sierra  Club  threatens  to 
sue  the  U.S.  Army  if  it  tries  to  sell 
the  36.5  acres  that  the  closed 
Public  Health  Hospital  at  14th 
Avenue  and  Lake  Street  occupies. 

The  Army  is  preparing  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement 
on  the  property,  focusing  on  two 
main  options,  according  to  Frank 
Baser,  project  manager  for  the 
environmental  study.  One  option 
is  to  sell  the  land  and  another  is  to 
turn  "portions"  of  the  land  over  to 
the  City. 

Michael  Alexander,  chair  of  the 
Sierra  Club's  Presidio  Task  Force, 
said  the  environmental  club  was 
"monitoring  the  situation  very 
carefully,"  and  said  it  was  investi¬ 
gating  the  possibility  of  filing  a 
lawsuit  if  the  Army  proceeds  with 
the  attempted  sale. 

The  Planning  Association  for 
the  Richmond  is  also  opposed  to 
the  plan,  according  to  Jonathan 
Bulkley,  chair  of  the  association's 
planning  committee. 

Army  inquiry  into  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  selling  the  land  began  when 
Congress  passed  the  Base  Closure 
Act,  requiring  obsolete  and 
unneeded  military  bases,  including 
the  Presidio,  be  closed  and  sold. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  1972 
Golden  Gate  National  Recreation 


Area  act,  the  Presidio  automatical¬ 
ly  becomes  part  of  the  recreation 
area  if  closed. 

When  the  law  was  passed,  the 
health  hospital  was  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Welfare 
(H.E.W.),  which  deemed  the  site 
unnecessary  and  transferred  it 
back  to  the  Presidio  in  1981. 

But,  according  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Robert  Bauman,  deputy 
commander  of  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  in  Sacramento,  the 
36.5-acre  hospital  site  is  exempt 
from  the  G.G.N.R.A.  act  because 
it  was  not  part  of  the  Presidio  at 
the  time  of  the  legislation. 

"The  present  legal  interpreta¬ 
tion  is  that  the  property  is  possible 
to  be  sold,"  Bauman  said. 

But  the  Sierra  club  has  a  differ- 
ent  interpretation  of  the 
G.G.N.R.A.  act 

Alexander  says  that  the  proper¬ 
ty  was  automatically  protected 
from  sale  when  it  became  a  part  of 
the  Presidio  because  the  act  is 
intended  to  "preserve  the  scenic, 
natural,  historical  and  educational 
value"  of  the  land. 

"For  the  government  to  sell  off 
property  like  this  to  reduce  one 
line  on  some  bureaucrat's  budget 
is  like  you  selling  your  home  for  a 
vacation,"  Alexander  said. 

When  contacted  about  the  pos- 


G.G.N.R.A.  act  to  specifically 
include  the  36.5  acres,  U.S.  Rep. 
Barbara  Boxer's  aide,  Jana  Haehl, 
said  the  congresswoman  does  not 
support  amending  the  act  to 
include  the  health  hospital  land 
because  Congress  could  make 
other,  less  desirable,  amendments 
to  the  Act. 


"All  kinds  of  changes  could 
happen,"  Haehl  said. 

The  land  is  valued  at  $50 
million  to  $150  million,  according 
to  Alexander,  pending  the  uses 
that  would  be  allowed  by  City 
zoning. 

The  City  planning  department 
says  the  property  would  be  zoned 
Public  (P)  if  sold  and  would 


require  approval  from  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  to  be  rezoned  for 
residential  or  commercial  use. 

The  AIDS  Hospital 

The  Army  is  also  investigating 
the  possibility  of  voiding  an 

Continued  on  page  6 


Strybing  fling 


Photo:  Laura  Jacoby/Chatham 

Alex  Scott  (right)  and  Sara  Duskin,  two  coordinators  of  Strybing  Arboretum's  summer 
outreach  program  for  children,  feed  snacks  to  students  of  the  Claire  Lilienthal 
Elementary  School  during  an  exploring  field  trip.  Story  on  page  4. 

sibility  of  amending  the 


100  residents  crowd  Community  /Police  forum 

Police  Chief  Jordan  defends  officers  in  Huerta  case 


by  Lisa  Lawrence 

S.F.  Police  Chief  Frank  Jordan,  bathed  in 
the  bright  lights  of  a  television  news  camera, 
told  100  concerned  Richmond  District  resi¬ 
dents  at  the  Community/Police  Forum  July 
25  that  police  officers  are  accountable  to  the 
public. 

Jordan  directly  addressed  the  case  of 
activist/farm  worker  Delores  Huerta,  beaten 
by  a  police  officer  during  a  demonstration. 

During  an  investigation  of  the  incident,  a 
report  about  the  officer’s  psychological 
health  was  removed  from  the  officer's  file. 

"The  page  that  was  pulled  (represented 
poor  judgment)  and  was  not  a  criminal 
offense,"  Jordan  said.  "The  missing  page 
was  put  into  another  file  and  the  officers 
readily  admitted  this." 

The  problem,  the  police  chief  admitted, 
lies  in  the  perception  the  public  has  that  if 
that  one  sheet  was  pulled,  then  other  infor¬ 
mation  could  also  be  withheld. 

The  police  can't  speak  out  the  way  other 
factions  can,  Jordan  said.  They  often  absorb 
public  anger.  He  spoke  to  Richmond  resi¬ 
dents  emphasizing  the  need  for  better  com¬ 
munication  between  police  and  the  local 
community. 


"San  Francisco  has  200  demonstrations  a 
year,  800  special  events  and  a  diverse  ethnic 
population.  Police  departments  across  the 
country  look  to  see  how  we  handle  our 
social  issues,"  said  Jordan,  a  native  San 
Franciscan  who  has  been  chief  since  1986. 

However,  Jordan  said,  police  are  now 
often  on  the  defensive  -  trying  to  anticipate 
what  might  go  wrong  in  a  given  situation 
and  to  avoid  further  potential  problems. 

Jordan  stated  that  although  everyone 
expects  the  police  to  deal  immediately  with 
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perceived  problems,  the  police  can't  do  any¬ 
thing  unless  a  crime  is  being  committed. 

Even  then,  Jordan  pointed  out,  he  cannot 
take  fast,  direct  action  because  there  are 
many  factors  to  be  considered  before  the 
appropriate  course  of  action  can  be  chosen. 

“We  police  the  City  nine  different  ways 
because  of  the  different  communities 
involved,”  said  Jordan,  adding  that  the  com¬ 
position  of  the  Police  Commission  reflects 
the  variety  of  people  in  San  Francisco. 

When  asked  about  the  police  staffing 
shortages,  Jordan  said  three  police 
academies  are  expected  to  graduate  this  year, 
adding  120  new  officers  to  the  City's  dwin¬ 
dling  force,  down  primarily  from  attrition 
due  to  the  City's  financial  crunch.  Captain 
Paul  Kotta  of  the  Richmond  Police  Station 
speculated  that  two  of  the  new  recruits  may 
be  assigned  to  the  Richmond  station. 

Youth  Court  News 

"The  Richmond  has  no  drug  hot  spots 
and  I  don’t  expect  to  see  them  out  here, 
thanks  to  programs  like  the  Youth  Court,  and 
the  active  association  Richmond  citizens 
have  with  the  Richmond  police,"  Jordan 
said. 


Jordan,  a  34-year  veteran  of  the  S.  F. 
police  force,  emphasized  his  strong  endorse¬ 
ment  of  citizen  involvement  in  organizations 
like  the  Youth  Court,  San  Francisco  Safety 
Awareness  for  Everyone  (SAFE)  and  the 
Richmond  District  Community /Police 
Forum. 

“I  want  to  compliment  Paul  (Von 
Beroldingen)  and  the  Richmond  District  for 
the  Youth  Court  effort,”  Jordan  said.  The 
police  have  to  work  in  partnership  with  the 
community  to  solve  problems,  Jordan  said. 
“We  pride  ourselves  on  being  an  open,  com¬ 
municative  police  department." 

Results  of  the  most  recent  Youth  Court 
were  presented  by  S.F.  Police  Officer  Jill 
Connolly  and  officer-turned-attorney, 
Richard  Correia.  Two  cases  were  held 
involving  nine  Richmond  youths.  The  first 
was  a  curfew  arrest  of  six  youths  who  were 
at  a  neighborhood  restaurant  past  1 1  p.m.  No 
sentence  was  ordered  for  the  defendants. 

The  second  case  involved  three  youths 
drunk  and  trespassing  at  George  Washington 
High  School.  The  defendants  were  ordered 
to  22  hours  each  of  community  service  for 
the  Special  Olympics  and  to  take  four  hours 
each  of  self-esteem  classes,  sponsored  by 
SAFE. 
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Residents  voice  concerns  about  Richmond  sewer  choices 


Call  for  alternative  R-l  resurrection 


by  Pollyana  Dy-Liacco 

The  plan  to  upgrade  the  plumb¬ 
ing  in  the  Richmond  District  and 
Seacliff  neighborhood,  by  con¬ 
structing  and  modifying  a  series  of 
tunnels  and  sewers,  received 
mixed  reviews  from  Richmond 
District  residents. 

Residents  voiced  their  concerns 
about  the  Richmond  Transport 
Project  and  its  draft 
Environmental  Impact  Report 
(E.I.R)  during  a  Planning 
Commission  hearing  July  27.  The 
comments,  with  written  ones 
received  before  July  31,  will  be 
included  in  the  final  E.I.R.  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Clean  Water 
Program,  which  will  forward  its 
choice  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
for  approval. 

The  Richmond  Transport 
Project  is  the  latest  part  of  the 
City's  overall  plan  started  in  1976 
to  replace  its  antiquated  sewer 
system. 

The  federal  government  has 
mandated  that  San  Francisco 
reduce  the  number  of  raw  sewage 
spills  onto  the  China  and  Baker 
beaches  and  the  shoreline  around 
Lincoln  Park.  Overflows  occur  up 


to  83  times  yearly,  depending  on 
the  amount  of  rainfall  in  the 
City.  The  Regional  Quality 
Control  Board  has  required  that 
these  overflows  be  reduced  to 
eight  times  a  year. 

The  preferred  route 

Opinions  at  the  hearing  for 
the  Richmond's  new  sewer  plan 
were  mixed,  but  the  consensus 
favored  route  R-2  as  the  most 
feasible  of  the  four  alternatives 
presented  in  the  draft  E.I.R. 

The  favored  alternative,  R-2, 
requires  construction  of  a  13- 
foot-wide  tunnel  beginning  in 
the  Presidio  near  Lincoln 
Boulevard  at  22nd  Avenue,  bur- 
rowing  beneath  Lincoln 
Boulevard  and  El  Camino  Del 
Mar  to  28th  Avenue,  and  contin¬ 
uing  southwest  under  private 
property,  Lincoln  Park,  Fort 
Miley  and  Sutro  Heights  Park  to 
the  Great  Highway. 

"We  feel  that  R-2  by  far  is  the 
most  feasible  solution;  there  are 
no  other  possible  alternatives," 
said  Jonathan  Bulkley,  chair  of 
the  Planning  Committee  for  the 
Planning  Association  for  the 


‘M%LAX  SIT  WILL 

•  Resist  stress  and  burnout 

•  Reduce  need  and  abuse  of  chemicals 

•  Be  physically  relaxed,  emotionally  calm, 
mentally  focused  and  spiritually  aware 

|  Free  brochure/consultation 
'^=-/  751-7283 

Rolland  M.  Lim,  Ph.D.  Psychotherapist 


Grubb&Ellis 

For  All  Your  Real  Estate  Needs, 

Ask  For  Ryan  Hill  and  Paul  Sikorski 
At  922-7100 

We  are  a  team  specializing 
in  Richmond  District  properties 


The  Asian  American  Theater  Company  and  New  American 
Productions  present  the  El  Teatro  Campesino/Culture 
Clash  production  of  their  hit  comedy  show, 

'THE  MISSION ' 

For  two  weeks  only,  August  10th  through  August  20th. 
Showtimes:  Thursday-Saturday:  8  p.m.;  Sunday:  3  p.m. 

The  Asian  American  Theater 
403  Arguello  Blvd.  (corner  Clement) 

Call  751-2600  for  reservations 

Tickets  also  available  at  STBS. 


Watch  out  for  AATC's  season  opener,  "ALL  I  ASKING  FOR 
IS  MY  BODY,"  by  Milton  Murayama,  beginning  September  20. 


•••  New  Street  Sewers 
■  m  New  Tunnel 
•  Tunnel  Portal 
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The  R-2  sewer  proposal  that  would  bore  a  12-foot-wide 
tunnel  under  Lincoln  Park  and  Sutro  Heights  Park. 


Richmond. 

This  alternative  is  considered 
the  best  because,  of  all  the  alterna¬ 
tives  (with  the  exception  of  R-l),  it 
would  disrupt  the  least  number  of 
homes  and  businesses.  The  tunnel 
entry  portals  are  located  in  open- 
space  areas  and  there  are  no 
storage  basins  to  be  constructed. 

Sewer  alternatives  R-4,  R-6  and 
R-6B  require  the  construction  of 
tunnels  cutting  through  residential 
and  commercial  districts,  disrupt¬ 
ing  greater  numbers  of  Richmond 
residents. 

Robert  Epstein,  president  of  the 
Lake  Street  Residents  Association, 
favors  R-2,  saying  alternatives  4,  6 
and  6B  would  make  the  Lake 
Street  area  "uninhabitable,  unpark- 
able  and  unreachable  by  emergen¬ 
cy  city  services," 

Epstein  also  felt  the  draft  E.I.R. 
was  not  specific  enough  about  pos¬ 
sible  adverse  effects  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  construction. 

"Are  pile  drivers  operating 
within  six,  seven  or  eight  feet  of 
windows?"  he  asked. 


Henry  Anderson,  head  of  the 
Clean  Water  Program's  Hydraulic 
Design  division  said  the  Clean 
Water  Program  staff  favored 
alternative  R-2.  He  said  the  odds 
are  two-to-one  that  R-2  would  be 
chosen  for  recommendation  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Route  revival  requested 

However,  many  residents 
requested  that  alternative  R-l,  pre¬ 
viously  removed  from  considera¬ 
tion,  be  re-evaluated.  That  alterna¬ 
tive  involves  constructing  an 
underground  storage  facility  and 
pump  station  in  the  Presidio  at 
Baker  Beach. 

Route  R-l  was  dropped  from 
consideration  because  new  con¬ 
struction  on  the  Presidio,  which  is 
within  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreational  Area  (G.G.N.R.A.) 
boundaries,  is  prohibited  by 
Public  Law  95-625. 

Congressional  action  would  be 
required  to  amend  the  legislation. 
Since  the  U.S.  Army,  the  U.S. 


Department  of  Interior  (which 
oversees  the  G.G.N.R.A.),  con¬ 
gresswomen  Barbara  Boxer  and 
Nancy  Pelosi,  as  well  as  environ¬ 
mental  groups,  oppose  R-l,  such 
action  is  doubtful. 

Alternative  R-l  is  still  favored 
by  many  residents  because  it 
requires  the  least  construction  and 
the  least  cost.  At  $27.4  million,  it 
is  $4  million  less  than  the  estimat¬ 
ed  cost  of  $31.4  million  to  con¬ 
struct  R-2. 

"The  staff  feels  that  R-l  is  the 
quickest,  least  expensive  and  the 
best  of  all  alternatives,"  said  John 
O'Donnell,  a  member  of  the 
Richmond  Citizens  Advisory 
'Committee.  "This  report  is  defi¬ 
cient  in  not  including  R-l." 

Paul  Maltzer,  City  planner 
working  on  the  project,  said  it  is 
too  early  to  determine  if  R-l  will 
be  given  more  consideration  in  the 
E.I.R.  Consideration  of  R-l  would 
extend  the  time  needed  to  prepare 
the  report  for  presentation  to  the 
Planning  Commission  past  the 
current  estimate  of  three  months. 

After  the  Planning  Commission 
certifies  the  report  as  complete, 
the  Clean  Water  Program  will 
choose  the  best  alternative  to 
present  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  approval. 

Other  concerns  expressed  at  the 
hearing  by  Richmond  residents 
included: 

•  Potential  development  of 
Parcel  4  (a  vacant  lot  bordering 
Sutro  Heights  Park),  as  a  condo¬ 
minium,  if  it  is  not  purchased  by 
the  Clean  Water  Program  or 
another  goverment  agency. 

•  Strict  enforcement  of  con- 
struCtion'timefables  with  stiff 
penalties  for  construction  firms 
failing  to  comply. 

•  A  more  detailed  plan  for  miti¬ 
gating  negative  environmental 
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CHocctate  Lou&ia  FatUaty 

Double  Chocolate  Walnut  Teacake  Reg.  725 

(Morning,  Noon  or  Night)  Featured  625. 

7-13  Chocolatissmo  Cake  Slices  Reg.  122 

(Chocolate,  Sweet  Butter,  Sugar  &  Eggs. ..No  Flour!)  Featured  1 12 

Aug.  14-20  Chocolate  Almond  Bark  (soz  Tray)  Reg.  425 

(Overflowing  with  Almonds)  Featured  425 

Aug.  21-31  "Better  than  Sex"  Chocolate  Cake  Reg.  1625 

"Fantasia,  the  wonderful  old-time  bakery  out  on  California,  Featured  15  25 

is  featuring  the  'Better  Than  Sex  Chocolate  Cake,'  and 

Marsha  Cohen  complains  she's  getting  fat  trying  to  make  up  her  mind™" 

-  Herb  Caen,  July  21, 1989 
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3465  California  •  Laurel  Village  •  San  Francisco  •  752-0825 
Parking  available  •  Open  seven  days  (except  major  holidays) 
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1952  Lincoln  Park  Safeway 
restriction  ruled  valid  by  planners 


The  Planning  Department  has 
upheld  the  validity  of  a  1952  land- 
use  restriction  on  the  proposed  site 
of  the  Lincoln  Park  Safeway 
development  at  32nd  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street. 

According  to  Robert  Passmore, 
planning  department  zoning 
administrator,  the  agreement, 
which  limits  development  of  the 
Safeway  property  to  25  percent  of 
the  site's  surface  area,  can  only  be 
overturned  with  approval  from  the 
Board  of  Supervisors. 

Owner  and  developer  of  the 
site  Richard  Klein  has  proposed  a 
three-story  commercial  (58,000 
square  feet)  and  residential  devel¬ 
opment  (74  units)  with  two  levels 
of  underground  parking  that 
would  occupy  most  of  the  site. 

According  to  Klein,  the  restric¬ 
tion  is  not  an  impediment  to  build¬ 
ing  the  project  because  he  wants 
to  use  the  site  for  purposes  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  Planning  Department 
as  necessary  when  it  rezoned  the 
property  Neighborhood, 
Commercial  -  Shopping  (NCS)  in 
1987.  The  zoning  allows  for  up  to 
129,000  square  feet  of  commercial 


space  and  1 19  units  of  housing. 

However,  Klein  said  he  is  still 
reviewing  the  $18  million  project 
and  will  make  changes  based  on 
public  input. 

"We  will  reduce  the  overall 
size  of  the  program,"  Klein  said. 
"We  want  communication,  not 
confrontation." 

The  newly  formed  Lincoln 
Park  Neighborhood  Association, 
formed  to  oppose  Klein's  devel¬ 
opment  plan,  are  pleased  with  the 
planning  department's  decision 
and  intends  to  hold  the  Planning 
Department  responsible  for 
upholding  the  37-year-old  land- 
use  restriction  (See  letter  page  7). 

Inner  Clement 
street  parking 
plan  stalled 

The  controversial  plan  to  put 
angled  parking  in  the  inner 
Clement  Street  shopping  district 
was  reluctantly  postponed  for  30 
days  by  the  Board  of  Supervisor's 
Public  Works  Committee. 


Richmond  Crime 

Statistics 

Crime  Description 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

as  of  July  25 

6  Month 
Totals 

Homicide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rape 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 1 

Robbery 

1  5 

1  8 

1  2 

1  4 

1  1 

6 

76 

Aseault 

34 

45 

49 

44 

26 

27 

225 

Burglary 

46 

55 

80 

71 

93 

48 

393 

Theft  (grand  or 

petty) 

1  63 

163 

1  65 

1  90 

208 

113 

1002 

Auto  (break-lna 

or  strippings) 

55 

70 

69 

72 

82 

64 

41  2 

Other 

321 

432 

392 

376 

233 

233 

1  .987 

Totals 

6  3  5 

7  8  6 

768 

770 

6  54 

4  9  3 

4,106 

Jake  McGoldrick,  president  of 
the  Richmond  Community 
Association  requested  the  continu¬ 
ance  to  inform  the  associations 
membership  about  the  plan. 

McGoldrick,  in  a  letter  to  to  the 
committee  members,  said  he 
thought  the  plan  was  shelved  in 
1987  when  opposed  by  Maureen 
O'Rourke,  then  president  of  the 
Planning  Association  for  the 
Richmond. 

"Hardly  a  soul  knows  about 
this  project,"  McGoldrick  wrote 
the  committee. 

However  Supervisor  Bill 
Maher  was  opposed  to  the  contin¬ 
uance  because  the  plan  was 
already  postponed  for  several 


ReView  staff  'goes  fishing' 


We're  taking  a  break. 

This  is  the  eleventh  issue  of 
the  Richmond  ReView  since  our 
debut  in  October  1988.  It's  time 
to  step  back  and  take  a  hard  look 
at  our  progress,  and  to  reevaluate 
our  mission  as  a  neighborhood 
newspaper. 

But,  we'll  be  back  in  October 
with  our  one-year  anniversary 
issue.  In  it  you'll  find  a  special 
pull-out  section  about  the 
Richmond  District's  unique  street 


fair,  the  Great  Halloween  and 
Pumpkin  Festival. 

As  well,  the  Review's  classi¬ 
fied  advertising  section  will 
begin,  better  allowing  Richmond 
residents  the  opportunity  to  com¬ 
municate  with  their  neighbors. 

In  future  issues,  we'll  continue 
to  report  the  important  Richmond 
issues.  We'll  cover  propositions 
on  the  upcoming  November 
ballot,  in  addition  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  1/2  cent  sales  tax  increase 


to  pay  for  transit  projects  (includ¬ 
ing  Geary  Boulevard  light  rail). 
And  vacancy  control  will  be  on 
the  ballot  again,  this  time  with 
the  mayor's  support. 

So  if  you  get  the  chance,  drop 
us  a  line  and  tell  us  what  you 
think  about  the  paper.  Or  if  you 
have  ideas  about  how  we  can 
better  serve  the  diverse  interests 
of  residents  in  the  northwest 
comer  of  the  City,  let  us  know. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  -  Editor 
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months  while  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  completed  maps  of 
the  proposed  cutbacks  of  City 
sidewalks. 

But  Supervisor  Kennedy  reluc¬ 
tantly  joined  with  Supervisor 
Hongisto  to  stay  the  decision  until 
the  next  committee  meeting 

"But  no  more  delays," 
Kennedy  declared. 

The  parking  plan  calls  for  117 
new  spaces  to  replace  68  spaces 
now  available  for  a  net  increase  of 
49.  The  spaces  are  estimated  to 
cost  $479,254,  with  parking  meter 


and  parking  ticket  revenues  repay¬ 
ing  the  debt. 

The  45-degree  parking  spaces 
are  slated  for  parts  of  3rd,  4th,  5th, 
8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  12th  and 
Funstbn  avenues. 

"We  have  to  have  the  addition¬ 
al  parking,"  said  Dexter  Clary, 
president  of  the  Greater  Clement 
Street  Merchants  Association. 

The  Public  Works  Committee 
meets  August  15  at  City  Hall  to 
deliberate  the  fate  of  additional 
parking  spaces  for  the  inner 
Richmond. 
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The  'amazing  urban  adventure' 

Young  sprouts  explore  Strybing  Arboretum 


by  Laura  Jacoby/Chatham 

The  sun  beats  down  merciless¬ 
ly.  The  sandy  trail  is  hot  under¬ 
foot.  California  poppies  bum  with 
color  as  the  weary  travelers  trudge 
forward. 

They’ve  been  on  the  move 
since  morning  -  traveling  by  car 
and  by  bus,  running  across  grassy 
fields,  hopping  past  exotic  plants, 
creeping  through  the  redwood 
forest  -  now,  at  last,  a  resting 
place  is  in  sight.  A  few  more  steps 
and  they  will  be  ...  in  the 
Strybing  Arboretum  library  to 
hear  the  story  of  Johnny 
Appleseed. 

Twenty-two  children  from  the 
Claire  Lilienthal  Elementary 
School  summer  program  gather  to 
sit  around  Sara  Duskin  as  she  cuts 
and  cores  apples  for  them.  This  is 
typical  of  the  hands-on  aspect  that 
Duskin,  the  Arboretum's  program 
coordinator,  emphasizes  in  this 
pilot  program  for  children. 

The  day  began  for  the 
Lilienthal  children  with  a  trip 
from  school  by  Muni  bus  to  the 
Arboretum  where  they  gathered  in 
a  field  for  a  snack  of  child-bite- 
size  oat  bran  and  blueberry 
muffins  prepared  by  Duskin  and 
Alex  Scott,  her  partner  in  the  out¬ 
reach  program. 

The  children  were  free  to  run 
and  explore  as  their  teachers, 
Muriel  Meunier-Fiebelkorn  and 
Linda  Wong  talked  with  two  vol¬ 


unteers  who  would  be  working 
with  the  children. 

The  volunteers,  docents  who 
have  completed  a  six -month  train¬ 
ing  program  at  Strybing,  are  pre¬ 
pared  with  background  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  youngsters  enabling 
them  to  tailor  their  presentation 
for  the  five-  to  eight-year-old  chil¬ 
dren. 

Docent  Anne  Hicks  introduces 
herself  to  her  group  of  1 1  children, 
asking  if  anyone  is  from  another 
country.  “I’m  from  New  York,” 
calls  out  one  small  boy. 

Hicks,  who  is  also  child  psy¬ 
chologist,  tells  the  children  that 


the  arboretum  is  “a  museum  for 
plants."  She  promises  that  they 
will  be  seeing  plants  from  all  over 
the  world. 

During  a  brief  stop  to  see  two 
types  of  plants:  those  that  like  sun 

-  marigolds,  and  those  that  do  not 

-  fuchsias,  Hicks  explains  how 
bees  and  flowers  interact  to 
produce  more  flowers.  The  group, 
although  polite,  is  not  impressed. 

The  next  stop,  for  pod-popping 
at  an  impatiens  bush,  proves  to  be 
a  real  crowd-pleaser.  The  aptly 
named  impatiens  has  seedpods 
that  burst  when  squeezed.  In  fact, 
they  do  not  even  need  to  be 
squeezed,  as  one  startled  boy 
found  out. 

The  children  all  stop  to  watch  a 
squirrel  that  pauses  to  watch  them 
before  resuming  its  hunt  for  nuts. 
The  children  stand  quietly,  craning 
their  necks,  leaning  forward  to 
watch  the  squirrel's  every  move. 

A  ground-covering  of  tiny  pink 
flowers  from  Australia  provides 
the  opportunity  for  in-depth  botan¬ 
ical  study.  The  group  receives 
pocket  magnifying  lenses  and 
immediately  puts  them  to  use. 

Several  boys  work  industrious¬ 
ly  at  starting  a  leaf  fire  with  their 
lenses.  (Meunier-Fiebelkorn 
explains  that  they  learned  about 
this  last  week  in  class.)  Other  chil¬ 
dren  actually  look  at  the  flowers. 

Cries  of  “look,  a  bug,”  are 
heard. 

Field  trips  are  an  important  part 
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The  Lilienthal  children  circle  around  a  giant  redwood  tree. 


of  the  Lilienthal  summer  school 
program  and  Meunier-Fiebelkorn 
was  delighted  when  contacted  to 
participate  in  the  Arboretum 
program.  Her  mother,  who  taught 
elementary  students  for  twenty- 
five  years,  loved  the  Arboretum. 

The  children  pause  at  a 
redwood,  which  Hicks  describes 
as  the  largest  tree  in  the  world.  An 
indignant  voice  cries  out,  “Uh  uh, 
I  know  a  tree  taller  than  that.” 
Explaining  that  she  didn’t  mean 
this  particular  tree,  but  rather  red¬ 
woods  in  general,  Hicks  leads  the 
group  onto  the  Arboretum's 
Redwood  Trail. 

Surrounded  by  the  tall  red¬ 
woods  with  fems  growing  at  their 
bases,  the  children  become 
subdued  in  the  cool  silence  of  this 
mini-forest. 

Footsteps  are  muffled  on  the 
bark-covered  trail  which  winds 
past  a  small  pond,  leading  to  an 
open  space  in  which  a  single 
redwood  stands.  Nearby  is  a 
sturdy  wood  bench  —  dedicated 
to  Meunier-Fiebelkorn ’s  mother 
by  Argonne  Alternative 
Elementary  School  where  she 
taught. 

Some  of  the  children  link 
hands  around  the  redwood  while 
others  peer  intently  at  a  small 
plaque  on  the  bench  and  ask  their 
teacher  about  her  mother. 

“Why  did  she  get  a  bench?” 
“Was  she  old  when  she  died?” 
Meunier-Fiebelkorn  gently 
answers  their  questions  as  the 
children  emerge  from  the  forest 
into  bright  sunshine. 

It  is  nearly  noon  when  the 
group  reaches  the  library  where 
Duskin  is  waiting  with  apples  and 
the  story  of  Johnny  Appleseed. 

Duskin,  who  lives  in  the 
Richmond  District,  realized  the 
need  for  a  children's  program 
when  she  went  on  a  walk  through 
the  Arboretum  . 
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"Strybing  Arboretum  is  an 
amazing  urban  classroom," 
Duskin  says.  One  of  her  goals  in 
putting  the  program  together  was 
to  make  plants  as  interesting  to 
children  as  animals  are. 

-  She  feels  strongly  that,  unless 
children  are  raised  to  understand 
and  respect  the  intricate  interde¬ 
pendence  of  plants  and  people,  the 
planet  may  well  be  doomed. 

Duskin  winds  up  story  time  by 
pointing  at  shelves  of  brightly 
colored  books  for  children. 

“These  are  all  here  for  you  to 
read.  Come  back  with  your 
parents  to  visit,”  she  invites. 

Despite  their  apple  snack,  the 
children  are  ready  to  retrieve  then- 
sack  lunches,  which  have  been 
stored  in  an  enormous  straw 
basket. 

After  lunch,  the  children  gather 
in  groups  of  five  or  six  to  pot 
scarlet  runner  beans,  called  by 
Duskin  “the  fastest  growing  beans 
in  town.” 

She  and  Bob  Hyland,  director 
of  public  education  for  Strybing, 
direct  the  children  in  potting  their 
plants.  Each  child  picks  out  an 
already-sprouted  bean  to  plant, 
and  is  giVeh  unsprouted  bean  as 
well. 

Some  children  confidently 
hollow  out  holes  in  the  centers  of 
their  pots  and  gently  pat  their 
seedlings  into  place.  Others,  fore¬ 
heads  furrowed  in  concentration, 
study  their  neighbors  for  the 
proper  technique. 

The  children,  who  will  also  get 
a  pre-potted  marigold  to  take 
home,  place  their  pots  carefully  in 
a  large  cardboard  flat.  Because 
they  are  traveling  by  bus,  they 
cannot  take  the  plants  with  them. 
Duskin  repeats  her  assurances 
that,  yes,  she  will  deliver  the 
plants  to  their  school  -  today! 

As  their  Arboretum  adventure 
ends,  last-minute  trips  to  the  bath¬ 
room  are  made,  backpacks  are 
strapped  on,  and  the  children  once 
again  hit  the  Muni  trail. 
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Walking  through  115  years  of  Richmond  architecture 


A  combination  of  French  and  Spanish  architectural  styles 
gives  this  Richmond  District  condominium  its  unique  look. 


by  Laura  Jacoby /Chatham 

“The  Richmond  District  was  to 
San  Francisco  as  Queens  was  to 
New  York,"  says  Gray  Brechin,  a 
member  of  the  Foundation  for  San 
Francisco's  Architectural  Heritage. 

“Both  provided  relatively 
cheap  housing  to  immigrants,  and 
both  neighborhoods  are  neither 
urban  nor  suburban  in  nature.” 

Brechin  was  one  of  four  guides 
on  a  walking  tour  of  the  Inner 
Richmond  District,  sponsored  by 
the  Heritage.  More  than  fifty 
people  gathered  at  the  corner  of 
Park  Presidio  Boulevard  and 
California  Street  on  August  8  for  a 
two-hour  trek  through  115  years 
of  architectural  style. 

Brechin,  who  writes  for  “SF" 
magazine,  soon  proved  to  be  an 
ideal  tour  guide.  He  was  informa¬ 
tive  and  wore  a  Panama  hat, 
which  provided  a  jaunty  note  on 
the  cool,  sunny  day. 

The  walkers,  who  ranged  from 
a  white-haired  couple  in  sweat 
suits  to  a  baby  (also  in  a  sweat 
suit)  riding  in  a  backpack,  divided 
into  four  groups  and  the  tour 
began  shortly  after  10  a.m. 

Brechin's  group  moved  quickly 
to  the  comer  of  14th  Avenue  and 
California  Street,  where  he  began 
the  story  of  the  Richmond  District. 

Originally  composed  of  sand 
dunes,  the  Richmond  had  become 
the  preferred  location  for  hospi¬ 
tals,  orphanages,  old  age  homes 
and  cemeteries,  all  needing  large 
amounts  of  land  at  low  cost.  A 
few  private  homes  shared  the 
dunes  with  livery  stables  and"' 
corrals  of  grazing  cows. 

By  1890,  a  sewer  system  had 
been  laid,  the  California  Street 
cable  car  line  supplied  mass 
public  transportation  to  the 
Richmond,  and  Golden  Gate  Park 
was  being  created. 

After  1906  earthquake  and  fire, 
emergency  housing  was  set  up  in 
the  Richmond  District.  Many 
people  elected  to  stay  in  the  area 
and  build  permanent  homes.  Over 
time,  development  of  the 
Richmond  moved  westward  with 
the  outer  Richmond  being  built  up 
by  the  1940s. 

Very  few  houses  in  the 
Richmond  were  actually  the  prod¬ 
ucts  of  an  “architect,”  Brechin 


explained.  More  common  at  the 
time  was  for  a  carpenter  to  gain 
sufficient  experience  to  call 
himself  a  builder.  Builders  created 
houses  in  the  style  they  preferred, 
so,  there  are  architectural  styles  in 
the  Richmond  that  really  don’t 
have  a  name.  Buildings  were 
“designed”  to  please  the  builder, 
the  developer  or  the  owner. 

As  the  tour  proceeded  to  Lake 
Street,  Brechin  explained  that  this 
area  was  originally  primarily 
upper  middle-class,  consisting  of 
merchants  and  professional 
people. 

When  land  became  more  valu¬ 
able,  large  estates  were  broken 
down  into  smaller  plots  of  land. 
This.proc£$s  is  continuing  today, 
Brechin  said,  as  single-family 
homes  are  renovated  as  multi-unit 
dwellings. 

On  12th  Avenue  at  Lake  Street, 
Brechin  pointed  to  a  condominium 
that  combined  a  mission-style 
tiled  roof  with  French-style  facade 
as  an  example  of  an  architect- 
designed  building.  In  sharp  con¬ 
trast  to  its  eye-pleasing  lines  were 
the  bland  “Richmond  specials”  on 
12th  Avenue  between  Lake  and 
California  streets. 

The  tour  proceeded  through 
Mountain  Lake  Park,  designed  at 
the  same  time  as  the  Golden  Gate 
Park  and  Buena  Vista  Park,  in  the 
English  style  John  McLaren  pre¬ 
ferred.  The  spring-fed  lake,  once  a 


major  water  source  for  the  City, 
now  irrigates  the  Presidio  golf 
course. 

Apartment-dwelling  neighbors 
near  the  park  cultivate  small  areas 
of  the  park  as  their  own  gardens. 
Brechin  pointed  to  a  bright  patch 
of  poppies,  confiding  that,  since 
former  mayor  Dianne  Feinstein 
admired  them  on  a  walk  through 
the  park,  gardeners  water  them  on 
a  regular  basis. 

Leading  the  group  out  of  the 
park  to  Lake  Street  and  Seventh 
Avenue,  Brechin  pointed  to  a 
block  of  German-  and  Tudor-style 
double  flats  as  the  sort  of  block 
Heritage  would  like  to  preserve. 
He  described  how  builders  worked 
with  models  of  house  types,  rear¬ 
ranging  them  to  create  an  overall 
look  for  the  block. 

The  Richmond  has  a  typical 
pattern  of  development,  Brechin 
explained.  Commercial  buildings 
are  usually  on  east/west  streets 
with  residential  dwellings  on 
north/south  streets.  Corner  lots 
were  reserved  for  larger  homes  or 
apartment  buildings,  often  with 
saloons  or  mom-and-pop  stores  on 
the  ground  floor. 

“Clinker”  brick,  forming  the 
base  of  many  Richmond  homes,  is 
an  irregularly  shaped,  pocked 
brick  fashionable  at  the  turn  of  the 
century,  Brechin  said,  rather  than 
a  remnant  from  the  1906  earth¬ 
quake  disaster. 
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At  Sixth  Avenue  and  California 
Street,  where  the  California  Street 
cable  car  line  used  to  end,  Brechin 
described  how  the  Richmond  sand 
dunes  were  gradually  flattened  for 
settlement.  Some  sand  dunes  were 
not  leveled,  but  were  braced  with 
retaining  walls,  such  as  those  on 
Fifth  Avenue.  Houses  perched 
atop  them  may  be  at  particular  risk 
in  the  event  of  another  earthquake 
because  the  sand  could  easily 
shift. 

“The  block  of  mis-guided 
improvements”  is  the  description 
Brechin  gives  to  six  Queen  Anne- 
style  homes  on  Sixth  Avenue 
between  California  and  Clement 
streets.  All  have  been  remodeled; 
only  one  has  remained  true  to  the 
original  concept.  Brechin  labels 
this  one  the  “control  group  by 
which  to  evaluate  the  others.” 

Proceeding  to  California  Street 
at  Third  Avenue,  Brechin  identi¬ 
fied  two  bay-front  Italianate 
houses,  both  built  around  1875,  as 
probably  the  oldest  residences  in 
the  Richmond. 

The  group  then  climbed  a  flight 
of  concrete  stairs  —  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  Third  Avenue  —  passed 
through  communal  gardens  sur¬ 
rounded  by  condominiums  and 
private  residences,  and  entered 
Presidio  Terrace. 

Presidio  Terrace  was  developed 
around  1906  as  a  “restricted”  resi¬ 
dential  park.  The  houses  fan  out 
from  an  oval  center  and  exemplify 
the  spectrum  of  styles  popular  at 
the  turn  of  the  century.  Colonial, 
Mission,  and  Pueblo  revival  styles 
are  all  represented.  The  most  well- 
known  house,  former  mayor 


Feinstein ’s,  is  an  adaptation  of  a 
Cottswold  cottage. 

Passing  through  the  Colusa 
sandstone  gates  to  Arguello 
Boulevard,  the  tour  strolled  to  the 
intersection  of  Arguello 
Boulevard  and  Lake  Street  where 
Temple  Emanu-el  and  St.  John’s 
Presbyterian  Church  are  located. 

Temple  Emanu-el  is  a  stunning 
example  of  Byzantine  design, 
Brechin  said.  Bernard  Maybeck 
(1862-1955),  who  designed  the 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  gave  the 
temple  many  of  it  theatrical 
touches. 

Across  the  street,  St.  John’s, 
built  in  1905,  is  an  excellent 
example  of  Victorian-style  archi¬ 
tecture  with  a  magnificent 
redwood  beam  ceiling. 

Although  the  tour  ended  here, 
the  group  lingered  for  a  few 
minutes  to  ask  Brechin  more  ques¬ 
tions.  As  had  been  the  pattern 
throughout  the  walk,  everyone 
contributed  to  the  discussion. 
Several  people  asked  about  the 
best  place  to  eat  lunch  in  the 
neighborhood  and  left  with 
enough  suggestions  to  keep  them 
dining  out  for  weeks. 

Walks  around  the  Richmond, 
sponsored  by  Heritage,  are  part 
of  a  larger  effort  focusing  on  the 
unique  aspects  of  Richmond 
architectural  styles.  The  non¬ 
profit  organization,  currently 
seeking  volunteers,  hopes  to  rate 
each  building  on  a  thirteen-point 
scale,  which  will  be  used  to  aid 
developers  and  preservationists. 

-  ~Fxxr  more  information  about-  . 
future  walks  ^membership,  or  vol-  ’ 
unteering,  call  441-3000. 


Richmond 
Woods 

FINE  FURNITURE  •  ANTIQUES 
RESTORATION  SERVICE 


140  BALBOA  TUES  -  SAT  12-6  386-3636 


Presidio  Video 

YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  VIDEO  STORE 
SERVICE,  CONVENIENCE  AND  SELECTION 

3489  Sacramento  St. 
922-9378 


$ 

1!  1 

1  give  ac 
divorce 

1  can  lift 
happine 
There  is 
into  it. 

1  guaran 

\  Valuable  Coupons  /m. 

kj  MISS  SAMANTHA  ijU 

1  Astrology  Readings  iVi’^ 

vice  upon  all  matters  of  life,  such  as  love,  courage,  marriage, 
and  business  transactions  of  all  kinds, 
you  out  of  sorrow  and  trouble  and  start  you  on  the  path  of 
ss  and  prosperity. 

no  heart  so  sad  and  dreary  that  1  can  not  bring  some  sunshine 

tee  satisfaction  or  you  pay  nothing. 

Tarot  Card  Readings 

Reg.  $25  Now  $15 

Approx.  45  minutes 

Palm  Readings 

Reg.  $20  NOW  $10 

Approx.  20  minutes 

309  22nd  Avenue  (at  element)  387-4345 
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Opinion 


Mayor  Art  Agnos 
Homeless  Policies 


r 


Homeless  people  have  been 
spending  the  night  in  Civic 
Center  Plaza  for  several 
years.  They  are  there  because  we 
do  not  have  enough  low-cost 
housing  to  accommodate  them. 

If  we  rousted  the  homeless  from 
Civic  Center  without  offering  a 
humane  alternative,  they  would 
simply  surface  in  some  other  park 
or  some  business  doorway. 

The  general  public  can  and  does 
use  the  plaza  lawns  for  sunning 
and  recreation.  A  very  successful 
carnival  was  held  in  that  location 
recently.  The  homeless  did  not 
interfere  with  public  enjoyment  of 
the  festival. 

The  only  incident  occurred 
when  a  political  group  refused  to 
comply  with  Health  Department 
rules  for  distributing  food  to  the 
public,  and  was  cited  for  violation 
of  health  codes.  That  group.  Food 
Not  Bombs,  has  been  trying  to 
create  confrontation.  They  are  not 
homeless  and  do  not  speak  for  the 
homeless. 

Some  politicians  and  opinion 
writers  have  suggested  that, 
because  some  political  group 
demonstrates,  we  should  arrest  the 
homeless  for  breaking  laws  against 
sleeping  in  a  public  space. 

That  simplistic  "get  tough" 
response  ignores  the  reality  that 
our  jails  are  operating  under  court 
Orders  to  reduce  overcrowding  and 
that  we  barely  have  room 'for  crim¬ 
inals,  let  alone  the  homeless,  in  our 
prisons. 

The  fact  is  San  Francisco  is  not 
a  magnet  for  the  homeless.  There 
are  homeless  on  the  streets  and  in 
the  parks  of  every  major  city  in  the 
United  States. 

The  shortage  of  low-cost 
housing  is  a  national  reality  caused 
by  a  variety  of  factors.  Federal  aid 
for  low-cost  housing  was  cut  more 
than  75  percent  during  the  Reagan 
years. 

Rents  in  the  most  abject  slum 
hotels  in  the  City  are  often  higher 
than  welfare  recipients,  and  some 
working  poor,  can  pay.  The  City 
tried  to  compensate  for  this  by 
setting  up  hot-line  hotel  rooms  and 
overnight  shelters.  Those  provide 
shelter  for  about  2,500  people 


Christian  Science 
Churches 
in  San  Francisco 


Sermon  for  Sunday 
August  27: 
"Christ  Jesus" 

California/Franklin  Sts.  11  a.m. 
655  Dolores  -  English  10  a.m. 
655  Dolores  -  Spanish  11 :30  a.m 

1250  Haight  St.  11  a.m. 

300  Funston  at  Clement  10  a.m 
450  O'Farrell  St.  11  a.m. 

1 984  Great  Highway  9:30  a.m. 

175  Junipero  Serra  Blvd.  11  a.m. 
3030  Judah  at  36th  Ave.  10:30 

Visitors  are 
always  welcome 


every  night.  Every  night  they  are 
filled  to  capacity. 

I  have  said  we  are  not  going  to 
throw  more  money  at  one-night- 
stand  programs  that  give  the  home¬ 
less  no  hope  of  changing  their 
state.  And  we  are  not.  Our 
resources  are  being  directed 
toward  finding  permanent  transi¬ 
tional  housing  that  will  enable 
people  to  exit  the  state  of  home¬ 
lessness. 

My  budget  includes  $1.5 
million  to  acquire  a  24-hour  refer¬ 
ral  and  service  center  for  the 
homeless.  All  five  of  the  transi¬ 
tional  housing  grants  we  applied 
for  under  the  new  federal 
McKinney  Act  have  been  success¬ 
ful.  The  City  will  soon  receive  $6 
million  in  federal  dollars  for 
various  housing  programs,  includ¬ 
ing  a  residential  center  for  the 
mentally  ill. 

These  are  not  quick  fixes.  They 
are  part  of  an  overall  homeless 
plan  to  provide  real  solutions  to  a 
very  real  problem. 

In  the  meantime,  we  have  set  in 
motion  various  strategies  to  help 
relieve  the  situation  in  Civic 
Center  Plaza. 

Several  weeks  ago  I  sent 
medical  and  social  workers  into 
the  Plaza  to  direct  those  eligible  to 
aid  programs.  All  homeless  were 
advised  they  would  have  to  limit 
their  belongings  to  what  could  be 
carnet!  in  order  to  preserve  full 
access  to  the  park.  We  provided 
temporary  storage  facilities,  and  a 
great  many  of  the  homeless  have 
used  them. 

The  homeless.  City  officials 
and  the  press  have  known  all  along 
that  the  final  step  in  the  process 
would  be  to  cite  those  who  refuse 
to  comply  and  to  confiscate  any 
material  that  is  impeding  access  to 
the  park.  The  homeless  themselves 
will  be  asked  to  move  when  we 
can  offer  them  housing. 

That  process  has  moved 
forward  and  is  being  completed 
exactly  as  I  said  it  would.  "Kick 
the  bums  out"  is  an  empty  slogan, 
not  a  sound  policy.  I  am  taking  the 
time  to  do  things  right  because 
homelessness  is  a  problem  I  am 
working  to  solve,  not  a  situation  I 
am  trying  to  exploit. 

Mayor  Agnos  writes  this 
monthly  column  exclusively  for 
members  of  the  San  Francisco 
N eighborhood  Newspaper 
Association. 


Dana  Perrigan 


The  Past  Roundup 

Clumped  together  in  small  groups,  the  people 
sat  or  stood  around  the  wooden  picnic  tables  in 
the  small  park.  The  barbecue  pit  blazed  and  a 
cloud  of  shifting  smoke  saturated  the  air  with  the 
odor  of  chicken  sizzling  on  the  grill.  The  compet¬ 
itive  clang  of  metal  on  metal  resounded  from  the 
nearby  horseshoe  pits  where  a  game  was  in 
progress. 

While  the  adults  talked  and  drank  beer  from 
bottles,  the  children  made  constant  forays  into  the 
surrounding  environs  of  the  park.  In  an  attempt  to 
hide  the  vulnerability  and  awkwardness  of  their 
age,  the  adolescents  maintained  a  respectful,  wary 
distance. 

Several  older  women,  dressed  neatly  in  cotton 
print  dresses,  sat  primly  in  lawn  chairs.  Cloaked 
in  the  memory  of  the  long  years  of  their  lives, 
they  too  remained  apart  and  distant  from  the  rest. 

On  closer  observation,  there  seemed  to  be 
more  differences  than  similarities  within  the 
group.  It  was  gathering  of  widely  contrasting  ele¬ 
ments  -  businessmen  and  doctors  from  the  city, 
bookkeepers,  ranchers  and  truck  drivers  from  the 
country,  merchants  from  small  towns. 

What  they  had  in  common  was  that  they  were 
all  served  at  the  same  genetic  smorgasbord.  They 
were  family  -  kith  and  kin.  Scattered  and  flung  by 
the  invisible  forces  of  time,  marriage,  and  careers, 
they  had  put  this  Saturday  aside  to  attend  their 
family  reunion. 

I  missed  the  last  one.  That  was  10  years  ago 
and  I  hadn't  had  the  guts  to  put  myself  under  the 
close  scrutiny  of  a  family  reunion.  I  had  allowed 
the  uncertainty  of  my  life  and  future  to  alienate 


me  from  the  people  who  had  known  me,  if  not  the 
best,  the  longest.  I  hadn't  felt  like  answering  the 
questions  that  inevitably  crop  up  at  these  affairs, 
such  as:  "What  are  you  doing  now?  What  are  you 
going  to  do  with  the  rest  of  your  life?  When  are 
you  going  to  get  married?" 

1  hadn't  felt  like  answering  these  questions 
because  I  hadn't  had  the  answers  to  them.  I  was 
still  trying  to  find  them.  My  restless  efforts  to  do 
so  had  led  me  to  a  distant  city  where  I  groped 
with  my  uncertainties  in  the  comfortable 
anonymity  of  strangers. 

It  was  easier  that  way.  It  was  also,  I  realize 
now,  vain  and  selfish. 

But  that  was  10  years  ago.  I'm  still  vain  and 
selfish,  of  course,  but  I  have  either  learned  the 
answers  to  some  of  the  questions  or  have  come  to 
realize  the  unimportance  of  the  rest. 

The  great  truth  that  had  finally  been  hammered 
into  me  was  that  you  can't  really  accept  anyone 
else  until  you  have  learned  to  love  yourself. 

Moving  among  the  group,  shaking  hands  and 
smiling,  I  realized  that,  excluding  the  fact  that  we 
were  related,  I  really  didn't  have  much  in 
common  with  a  lot  of  them.  If  we  had  met  at 
work  or  in  a  bar  as  strangers,  I  probably  wouldn't 
have  become  bosom  buddies  with  many.  A  few  I 
wouldn't  have  liked  at  all. 

But  they  were  blood,  family,  so  these  differ¬ 
ences  -  and  what  I  considered  to  be  shortcomings 

-  were  temporarily  laid  aside.  I  accepted  them 
and  they  accepted  me.  It  sounds  trite  to  say  it,  but 
I  couldn't  help  thinking  that  if  we  could  extend 
the  same  attitude  of  tolerance  to  the  outside  world 
that  we  normally  extend  to  our  families,  the  world 

-  for  lack  of  a  better  expression  -  would  be  a 

better  place.  J 


Public  health  hospital  for  sale?  Police  warn  of 

Continued  from  page  1 


agreement  with  the  City  to  lease 
the  closed  public  health  hospital 
for  use  as  an  AIDS  hospital, 
according  to  Bauman. 

The  City  had  agreed  to  lease 
the  hospital  for  $1  a  year  for  10- 
years,  with  a  10  year  option  for 
renewal. 

However,  due  to  budgetary  pit- 
falls  and  lack  of  federal  support, 
the  City  has  not  been  able  to  raise 
the  $10  million  needed  to  renovate 
the  facility. 

To  date,  only  architectural 
studies  of  the  proposed  renova¬ 
tions  have  been  started. 

But  Bauman  says  the  statue 
passed  by  Congress  allowing  the 
Army  to  sign  a  lease  agreement 
with  the  City  has  expired. 

Boxer  was  instrumental  in 
getting  the  lease  agreement 
through  Congress  and  still  sup¬ 
ports  use  of  the  hospital  for  AIDS 
patients,  according  to  Haehl. 

Haehl  explained  that  the  con¬ 


gresswoman  thought  $5  million 
earmarked  for  the  hospital  renova¬ 
tions  was  forthcoming  from 
Congress,  but  the  intended  money 
was  divided  among  various  AIDS 
organizations  around  the  country. 
San  Francisco  received  $350,000 
of  the  intended  disbursement  for 
the  renovations. 

Alexander  thinks  the  Army 
will  try  to  void  the  lease  in  order 
to  sell  the  land  unencumbered, 
making  the  property  considerably 
more  valuable  than  if  a  major 
portion  of  it  is  leased  for  20  years 
for  $  1  a  year. 

"They're  selling  future  genera¬ 
tions  out  in  order  to  make  a  one¬ 
time  budget  improvement," 
Alexander  said. 

"They're  selling  the  nation's 
heritage." 


suspected  rapist 

Mountain  Lake  Park  was  the 
scene  of  an  attempted  rape  on 
Tuesday,  July  25. 

The  attacker,  who  was  fright¬ 
ened  away  by  passers-by,  is  sus¬ 
pected  of  involvement  in  a  rape  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  earlier  in  July. 

The  suspect  is  described  as  a 
white  male,  5  feet,  9  inches  tall 
with  a  ruddy  complexion.  He  had 
long  hair,  a  heavy  beard,  and  wore 
oil-stained  blue  jeans.  He  also 
appeared  to  be  drunk. 

During  his  report  to  the 
Community/Police  Forum, 
Lieutenant  Jack  Ballentine  warned 
women  to  be  careful.  The 
Richmond  District  has  had  nine 
rapes  this  year.  Six  suspects  have 
been  arrested  for  the  crimes  to 
date. 


Job  Available  -  Full  Time 

Working  supervisor  and  word  processor  required 
for  small  consulting  company.  Person  will 
supervise  four  staff  and  also  work  in  the  areas  of 
word  processing,  filing,  telephone  and  walk-in 
reception,  and  general  office  housekeeping. 
Experience  in  word  processing  and,  particularly, 
WordPerfect  given  preference.  Good  skills  in 
word  processing,  grammar,  and  spelling  required; 
must  speak  excellent  English.  Friendly,  informal, 
non-smoking  office.  Salary  commensurate  with 
experience. 

415-386-0501  Ms.  Langley 
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Planners  honor  37- 
year-old  agreement 

Editor, 

Thank  you  for  your  July  article  announc¬ 
ing  the  Lincoln  Park  Neighborhood 
Association's  formation  to  fight  the  Safeway 
Project  "dragon."  We  hope  that  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  who  are  vehemently 
opposed  to  this  mini-Manhattan  will  join 
with  us  to  get  it  drastically  reduced. 

(Concerning)  the  37-y ear-old  neighbor¬ 
hood  agreement  that  limits  any  building  to 
25  percent  of  the  lot  and  preserves  the 
neighborhood's  open  space,  Robert 
Passmore,  S.F.  Planning  Department  zoning 
administrator,  has  ruled  that  the  1952  agree¬ 
ment  is  legally  binding. 

Furthermore  he  has  stated  that  there  are 
numerous  precedents  that  make  it  unneces¬ 
sary  to  go  to  the  City  Attorney  for  confirma¬ 
tion  of  this  fact.  There  is  no  uncertainty 
about  this  issue;  the  proposed  project  is  over 
400  percent  larger  than  allowed  under  the 
planning  code.  We  expect  that  any  project 
built  on  the  lot  will  conform  to  the  agree¬ 
ment  that  this  neighborhood  worked  out  37 
years  ago  with  the  City  Planning 
Commission. 

Thank  you  for  your  coverage  of  this  very 
important  issue.  The  Richmond  ReView  has 
been  instrumental  in  reporting  all  the  facts. 

Gary  Joe,  Vice  President, 

Lincoln  Park  Neighborhood  Association 

More  mass  transit 
needed,  not  parking 

Editor, 

A  plan  fo'put'fn  lT7~angTed'parking 
spaces  along  the  side  streets  of  the  Inner 
Clement  shopping  district  has  resurfaced. 

When  originally  presented  almost  two 


years  ago,  this  plan  was  hotly  contested  by 
neighborhood  residents.  At  that  time  the 
plan  was  modified  to  eliminate  sidewalk 
cutbacks  where  any  trees  were  growing, 
consequently  leaving  so  few  parking  spaces 
gained  that  there  was  reason  to  expect  that 
D.P.W.  would  abandon  the  plan.  Apparently 
not! 

At  a  cost  presently  estimated  at  approxi¬ 
mately  $475,000,  an  additional  50  parking 
spaces  will  be  gained  -  in  other  words, 
$9,400  per  new  parking  space!  The  cost  is 
for  cutting  back  the  sidewalks  by  five  to  six 
feet  to  allow  room  for  the  cars  in  the  street. 
The  streets  affected  would  be  3rd,  4th,  5th, 
8th,  9th,  10th,  11th,  12th,  and  Funston 
Avenues,  in  each  case  making  the  sidewalk 
cutbacks  a  length  of  from  about  100  to  200 
feet  to  the  east  and/or  west  of  Clement 
Street. 

This  work  would  be  financed  by  the 
Parking  Authority,  which  at  present  has 
$350,000  earmarked  for  the  project  and 
would  have  to  seek  additional  funds  for  the 
(presently)  estimated  cost  of  $479,254.  As 
each  parking  space  would  be  metered,  the 
reasoning  is  that  the  cost  would  eventually 
be  paid  off  by  the  meters  and  by  fines  paid 
by  unlucky  overtime  parkers. 

The  City  cannot  be  counted  upon  to 
oppose  this  assault  upon  our  sidewalks 
because  they  would  expect  to  eventually 
make  a  profit  on  it  through  parking  tickets. 

Residents  who  don’t  favor  this  solution 
to  parking  glut  might  appeal  to  members  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  who  are  sensitive 
to  the  urgency  of  more  pressing  human 
needs  to  receive  City  funds  or  who  at  least 
would  favor  using  this  money  to  restore 
Muni  cutbacks  in  order  to  improve  access  to 
the  neighborhood  and  thus  reduce  the 
number  of  cars  needing  to  park. 

Or  how  about  some  imagination  -  like  a 
shoppers'  shuttle  bus  service?  Or  a  subsi¬ 
dized  package  delivery  service,  giving 
.youth  a  crack  at  anafter-schoeLjob? _ r_ 

Deetje  Boler 
Richmond  Resident 


Karate  school  head 
kicks  over  omission 


that  information  here. 

Martial  Arts  Facilities  in  the  Richmond 


Editor, 

As  the  director  of  the  Tat  Wong  Kung  Fu 
Academy  (formerly  Choy  Lay  Fut  Kung  Fu 
Institute),  we  are  disappointed  that  you 
missed  our  school  in  your  listing  of  the  July 
1989  article  "Indoor  Sporting  in  the 
Richmond  District." 

Our  school  has  been  in  the  Richmond 
District  since  1983;  it  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  established  martial  art  schools  in 
the  Bay  Area.  We  offer  kung  fu,  self-defense 
and  tai  chi  classes.  We  have  morning  and/or 
evening  classes  seven  days  a  week.  Classes 
are  safe,  supportive  and  fun.  We  have 
special  programs  for  children.  Facilities  are 
spacious  and  clean;  a  weight-training  room 
is  one  of  our  special  features. 

Students  of  all  ages  from  the  Tat  Wong 
Kung  Fu  Academy  have  won  national  and 
international  recognition.  Our  students  have 
performed  on  television  specials  as  well  as 
many  events  throughout  the  Bay  Area. 

We  offer  classes  of  all  levels.  Enrollment 
is  on  a  continuous  basis.  All  interested 
persons  may  call  752-0791  or  stop  by  and 
visit  at  2901  Clement  Street  (at  30th 
Avenue). 

Michele  J.  Harris,  Director 

Editor's  note: 

A  complete  listing  of  martial  arts 
academies  in  the  Richmond  District  was 
included  in  our  original  article. 
Unfortunately,  space  limitations  prevented 
publishing  the  list  as  planned.  We  are 
pleased  to  take  this  opportunity  to  present 


Aikido  Kai  International 
404  Clement  St.  (668-2051) 

Art  of  Tai  Chi  Chuan 
1614  Balboa  St.  (386-7929) 

Ron  S.  Dong 

4010  Balboa  St.  (668-8086) 

Hwa  Rang  Kwan  Martial  Arts 
1826  Balboa  St.  (751-2112) 

Kendo  S  F  Dojo 
3020  Balboa  St.  (386-7154) 

Korean  Karate  Martial  Arts  Academy 
540  Balboa  St.  (668-2525) 

E.Y.  Lee  Kung  Fu  School 
3247  Balboa  St.  (751-5439) 

Mr.  Louie’s  Kung  Fu  Studio 
3134  Geary  Blvd.  (668-2471) 

Tat  Wong  Kung  Fu  Academy 
2901  Clement  St.  (752-0791) 

Universal  Tai  Chi  Chuan  Association 
6705  California  St  (221-0944) 

Sewers 

Continued  from  page  2 

impacts. 

•  Inclusion  in  the  final  E.I.R.  of  a  mecha¬ 
nism  for  monitoring  potential  construction 
damage  to  homes,  particularly  those  caused 
by  vibrations  due  to  tunnel  construction  in 
the  Richmond  District's  sandy  terrain. 

"There  should  be  quick  enforcement  of 
all  rules  dealing  with  noise  and  destruc¬ 
tion,"  said  Chuck  Lantz,  a  resident  on  18th 
Avenue. 

"So  when  the  walls  are  cracking,  we  can 
have  someone  there  and  not  have  to  wait 
three  or  four  days." 


Points 

Adjustable  Rate 


lortgage. 


No 

APPLICATION 
FEE 


No 

BALLOON 

PAYMENT 


No 

PREPAYMENT 
PENALTY 


No 

NEGATIVE 
[AMORTIZATION 


Visit  us  and  make  yourself  at  home  with  a 
Sumitomo  Adjustable  Rate  Mortgage.  Offer  good 
through  September  1, 1989. 

Sumitomo  Bank 

Sumitomo  Bank  of  California  Momhor  rmr 


Member  FDIC 


Japan  Town  Office 
1696  Post  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
923-0800 


Geary  Office 
5255  Geary  Blvd. 
San  Francisco,  CA 
668-5511 
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August/ September  Calendar  of  Events 


Meet  at  Baker  Beach,  Saturday,  August  26 
from  2  to  3  p.m.  (556-8371) 


Photo:  Sharon  Risedorph 

"This  is  NOT  your  father's  Oldsmobile,"  by  Sonya  Lee  Barrington,  Richmond 
District  resident,  will  be  on  display  with  other  Bay  Area  artists'  work  at 
the  Pacific  States  Crafts  Fair,  August  11  to  13  at  Fort  Mason  Center. 


1-6 

Youth  Tennis  Clinic:  The  S.F.  Recreation 
and  Park  Dept,  sponsors  tennis  clinics  for 
8-  to  18-year-olds  to  August  11,  Monday 
through  Friday,  at  the  Cabrillo 
Playground,  2:45  to  4  p.m.  (666-7010)  or 
the  Argonne  Playground,  1  to  2:15  p.m. 
(666-7008) 

City  Celebration's  Summer  Festival  of 
Performing  Arts:  Music  and  dance  from 
India  and  Eritrea  at  the  G.G.  Park 
Band  shell  on  Thursday,  August  3,  from 
11  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Free.  (558-4268) 

Annual  Field  Day:  Including  clowns, 
magicians,  animals,  face  painting,  free 
carousel  rides.  Sponsored  by  the  Friends 
of  Rec.  and  Parks  and  the  S.F.  Rec.  and 
Park  Dept.,  at  the  Children's  Playground 
in  G.G.  Park,  Friday,  August  4  from  11 
a.m.  to  3  p.m.  (558-3132) 

The  New  Shakespeare  Company:  will 
perform  in  Shakespeare  Garden,  G.G. 
Park,  Saturday,  August  5  from  1:30  to  3:30 
p.m.  and  Sunday,  August  6  from  2  to  4 
p.m.  Free.  (558-4268) 

Midsummer  Mozart  Festival  Orchestra: 

Maestro  George  Cleve  and  pianist  Jorge 
Bolet  at  Stem  Grove,  19th  Avenue  and 
Sloat  Boulevard,  Sunday,  August  6  at  2 
p.m.  Free.  (558-4268) 


7-13 

Summer  Teen  Photography  Class: 
Harvey  Milk  Recreational  Arts  Building, 
50  Scott  St.,  Tuesday  and  Thursday, 
August  8  and  10  from  1:30  to  3:30  p.m. 
Call  554-9522  to  register.  $25  fee. 

Hawk  Watch:  It's  raptor  migration  season 
and  birds  of  prey  are  flying  over  the 
Marin  Headlands.  Join  Carter  Faust  on 
Wednesday,  August  9  at  10  a.m.  at  Hill 
129  (Hawk  Hill).  Bring  binoculars  and 
field  guides.  Rain  or  fog  cancels.  Call  331- 
1540  for  reservations. 

City  Celebration's  Summer  Festival  of 


Performing  Arts:  Featuring  music  and 
dance  from  Israel,  Turkey  and  Greece,  at 
the  Bandshell  in  G.G.  Park,  Thursday, 
August  10  from  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Free. 
(558-4268) 

Easy  Exercise  Class  for  Senior  Citizens: 
At  the  G.G.  Park  Senior  Center,  6101 
Fulton  St.,  Friday,  August  11  from  10:30 
to  11:15  a.m.  (751-4926  or  558-4268) 

14  -  20 

Point  Bonita  Lighthouse  Full  Moon 
Walk:  Watch  for  eerie  fog  patterns  with  a 
Golden  Gate  National  Recreation  Area 
guide  on  this  evening  stroll.  The  1/2  mile 
trail  is  steep,  so  sturdy  shoes,  layered 
clothing  and  a  flashlight  are  needed. 

Meet  at  the  lighthouse  parking  lot, 
Wednesday,  August  16,  at  7  p.m.  Call 
331-1540  for  reservations. 

Sutro  Heights  Park  Walk:  A  walking 
tour  of  this  splendid  park,  once  the  home 
of  San  Francisco  Mayor  Adolph  Sutro. 
Meet  Terry  Kreidler  at  the  Lions  Gate, 
Saturday,  August  19  at  11  a.m.  (556-8642) 


21  -  30 


Community/Police  Forum:  The  monthly 
forum  at  the  Richmond  Police  Station, 

461  Sixth  Ave.,  is  scheduled  for  Tuesday, 
August  22  at  7  p.m.  (553-1984) 

"Brown  Bag"  Lectures:  UCSF  conducts 
free  lectures  every  Wednesday  from  noon 
to  1  p.m.  in  room  300  of  the  Health 
Sciences  West  Building,  513  Parnassus 
Ave.  (476-4394) 

•  August  9:  "Stress  on  the  Job:  Who’s  to 
Blame?" 

•  August  16:  "Health,  Illness,  Behavior  & 
Emotions." 

•  August  23:  "Alcohol  and  the  Brain." 

•  August  30:  "The  Smokeless  Tobacco 
Epidemic.” 

Small  Business  Seminar:  The  Geary 
Boulevard  merchants  are  sponsoring  a 
seminar  about  insurance  alternatives, 
including  an  update  on  pending  state 
and  federal  legislation,  at  the  Bay  View 
Federal  Savings  Bank,  3550  Geary  Blvd. 
on  Thursday,  August  24  at  6:30  p.m.  Free. 
(752-7618) 

San  Francisco  Flower  Show:  The  annual 
flower  show  will  be  held  at  the  County 
Fair  Building,  Friday  through  Sunday, 
August  25, 26,  and  27.  Call  558-4268  for 
times  and  additional  information. 

Lifeguards  to  the  Rescue:  Leam  about 
rip  currents  and  tides.  Lifeguards  will 
also  demonstrate  rescue  techniques  and 
discuss  how  to  avoid  becoming  a  victim. 


Golden  Gate  Bridge  Ramble:  Bring  a 
snack,  a  hat  and  a  wrap.  Hear  bridge 
stories,  then  trek  across  the  Bridge.  Meet 
Patty  Goodwin  at  Battery  Spencer, 
Sunday,  August  27,  from  10  a.m.  to  1:30 
p.m.  Call  331-1540  for  reservations. 

September 

Ala  carte,  ala  park:  Held  in  Lindley 
Meadow  in  G.G.  Park,  September  2, 3, 4. 
Call  558-4268  for  additional  information. 

The  San  Francisco  Shakespeare  Festival: 
The  Festival  moves  to  its  new  location  in 
G.G.  Park's  Liberty  Meadow  (across  the 
street,  west  of  the  Flower  Conservatory), 
for  "A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream."  The 
season  previews  August  26-27  and 
September  2-3,  opening  Labor  Day, 
Monday,  September  4,  running  through 
October  1.  Performances  at  1:30  p.m., 
Wednesdays  through  Sundays.  Free.  (221- 
0642) 

UCSF  Mobile  Mammography  Van:  The 
UC  San  Francisco  Mobile  Mammography 
Van  offers  convenient  breast  cancer 
screenings  for  women  with  no  known 
problems.  The  exam  takes  less  than  20 
minutes.  The  only  requirement  is 
approval  from  a  doctor.  Call  990-0459  or 
476-2193,  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  for  appoint¬ 
ments.  $50  fee. 

•  The  van  will  be  at  the  UCSF-Laurel 
Heights  parking  lot  at  3333  California  St., 
from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  September  11-15. 

'The  History  of  San  Francisco":  This 
weekly  class  traces  the  history  of  the  City 
from  its  earliest  Spanish  beginnings  to 
the  present,  taught  by  S.F.  Historical 
Society's  president,  Charles  Fracchia, 
Wednesday,  September  13  through 
December  13,  from  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  at 
UCSF's  Toland  Hall,  533  Parnassus  Ave. 
No  registration  required.  Free. 

Presidio  Summer  Walk:  The  Presidio, 
established  in  1776  as  a  Spanish  outpost, 
now  enters  into  a  new  phase  of  its  exis¬ 
tence.  See  what  historic  architectural 
treasures  the  Presidio  offers  on  this  walk 
sponsored  by  the  S.F.  Heritage,  on 
Saturday,  September  23  at  10  a.m. 
Members  $5,  non-members  $7. 

(441-3000) 

Community/Police  Forum:  The 
September  forum  is  tentatively  scheduled 
for  Tuesday,  September  26,  at  the 
Richmond  District  Police  Station,  461 
Sixth  Ave.  at  7  p.m.  (553-1984) 
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